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Government Gazette respecting the Chinese island of 
Hainan and the Gulf of Tongking. The following are 
the positions determined :—Hoihow Fort A, lat. 20° 
3' 13" N. long. iio° 19' 3" E. ; Pakhoi Customs flagstaff 
lat. 21 0 ’29' N. long.' 109° 6 ' 6" E. ; Guie-chow Island 
summit lat. 20° i' 15" N., long. 109 6 31 ; Cape Cami 
lat. 20 0 ix' 58" N., long. 109° 54'57' E. ; North Taya 
Island, lat. 19 0 58', N., long. in° 16' E. 

It is stated that Major Serpa Pinto will come to 
London soon to give a lecture on his recent journey across 
Africa. 

Sir Samuel Baker, who has spent the last six 
months in traversing the island of Cyprus in a gipsy 
waggon, carefully observing all the natural phenomena, 
is engaged in writing a book to be called “ Cyprus as I 
saw it in 1879,” which will be published by Messrs. Mac¬ 
millan and Co. 


The newly published Bulletin of the Belgian Geo¬ 
graphical Society contains two papers by their indefatig¬ 
able vice-president, Colonel Adan, one of which is 
entitled “Sur la Participation des Officiers aux grands 
Travaux de G^ographie Scientifique.” M. Greiner con¬ 
tributes some notes on the cultivation of tobacco. We 
are glad to observe that considerable space (upwards of 
29 pp.) is devoted to “Chronique Gdographique,” and 
much care is evidently bestowed on the collection of 
matter. Among these notes there is one of much interest 
on the proposal Ifor connecting Lidge and Escaut by 
means of a canal. 

The ever-interesting Monatschrift fur den Orient for 
June contains several papers of varied interest. Georg v. 
Gyurkovics writes on the trade politics of Bulgaria ; Dr. 
G. Schweinfurth sends from Cairo some notes on Rohlfs 
last exploring journey in Tunisian territory. In view of 
the new relations of Germany with the Samoan Islands, 
Dr. Hubbe-Schleiden’s article on Germany in the Pacific 
is well-timed, and so from another point of view is Herr 
Josef Hras’s letter from Shanghai on the Kulja Question. 
Under the title of Tsin and Ta-Tsin Count Schweiger- 
Lerchenfeld contributes a learned paper on the old trade 
routes of the Chinese. 

The principal paper in the June number of Petermann’s 
Mittheilungen is a long account by M. A. Woeikoff of his 
travels in ’ Yucatan and the south-east provinces of 
Mexico in 1874. As might be expected from so accom¬ 
plished and experienced a traveller, the paper is very com¬ 
prehensive and full of original observations on the many- 
interesting features of the region visited. Dr. P. Jonas, 
contributes the conclusion of a paper begun some time 
since on Venezuela, describing a journey he made through 
the Llanos to the Apure. Dr. Emin Bey continues his 
valuable narrative of his journey from Mruli to the chief 
town of Unyoro, and Herr B. Hassenstein describes the 
north coast of Siberia between the mouth of the Lena 
and Behring Strait. 

News, dated February 23, have just been received at 
Vienna from the Hungarian Expedition travelling in 
China under the leadership of Count Bela Szechenyi. 
Count Szechenyi, Lieutenant Kreitner, and Herr L. Loczi, 
started from Sia-an-Sen, and after a very laborious march 
of 20 days, during which they had to pass several moun¬ 
tain chains measuring more than 3,000 metres in height, 
finally arriving at Lan-Chan-Sen. The province of Shen- 
Si, where, as in Shan-si and Konan a famine was raging, 
showed decay and ruin everywhere ; the same state of 
things prevailed in the province of Kiang-Su. The long 
rebellion of the last years has left these unenviable traces. 
The expedition intended to leave for Su-tshou on February 
14, on which march they would have to pass the Hoang-ho 
river. 

At the last meeting of the Berlin Geographical Society 
the President, Dr. Nachtigal, communicated the latest 
reports received from the German (African travellers. 
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Engineer Schiitt has started on his journey into the in¬ 
terior and believes that he has now succeeded in overcoming 
all the difficulties which at first presented themselves to 
his further progress towards the East and North; he now 
intends entering the country of the Adjellengo tribe. Dr, 
Buchner was detained at Cassenge through the rainy 
season. He intended leaving for the interior at the 
beginning of May. Dr. Gerhard Rohlfs has had much 
to endure from the fanaticism of the natives at Djalo, 
where he is still staying, and has also been unable to 
obtain a guide through the Wadai desert on account of 
the unfriendliness of the Bengasine Government. His 
companion Dr. Strecker has returned to Bengasi in the 
meantime in order to attempt to make the Government 
more favourably disposed towards Dr. Rohlf’s under¬ 
taking. 

On June 3rd the Dutch North Polar Expedition sailed 
from Amsterdam on board the “ Willem Barends.” The 
ship is equipped with all necessaries for 10 months. 

A CARAVAN from Abyssinia has arrived at Marseilles, 
being destined for the acclimatization garden of Paris. 
It is composed of 15 men, 4 women, 2 children, 32 camels, 
4 oxen, 2 zebras, 4 elephants, 8 ostriches, asses, and horses 
from Dongola and Abyssinia. 

The Batavian Society of Arts and Science have pub¬ 
lished in English in a recent volume of their Transactions 
some curious notes on the Malay Archipelago and Malacca, 
which have been compiled from Chinese sources by Mr. 
W. P. Groeneveldt. 


NOTES 

We regret to say that although all critical symptoms have dis¬ 
appeared, Sir Wyville Thomson is not regaining strength so fast 
as was at first hoped. It will be some time still before he can 
attend to business letters. In the meantime all communications 
connected with Challenger matters should be addressed either to 
Mr. John Murray, his Principal Assistant, Challenger Office, 31, 
Queen Street, Edinburgh, or his Secretary, Mr. George Leslie, 
University, Edinburgh. 

Prof. A. R. Ramsay has been elected a Foreign Correspond¬ 
ing Member of the R. Accademia dei Lincei. At the same time 
I)rs. vom Rath and Bonders were elected to a similar honour. 

Prof. August Kroenig, the author of “ Grundziige 'einer 
Theorie der Gase,” died at Berlin on June 5, after a year’s 
illness. 

In the death of Prof. Carl Theodor Ludwig Neubauer, to 
which we briefly alluded in our last number, German che¬ 
mistry has lost one of its most accomplished specialists. 
Neubauer was born at Liichow in 1830. After a fair high- 
school education and some experience as an apothecary he 
entered, at the age of twenty-three, the laboratory of the famous 
analytical chemist, Fresenius, at Wiesbaden, in the capacity of 
assistant. In 1856 he commenced his pedagogical career as 
privat-docent, and received in 1864 a professor’s chair. At an 
early period he became a recognised authority in various 
branches of analytical, agricultural, and physiological chemistry, 
and especially in the chemistry of the urine, to which he has 
always devoted his chief attention. His researches in this de¬ 
partment embrace the detection of various normal and abnormal 
constituents previously unknown, and the elaboration of exact 
methods for the qualitative and quantitative analysis of urine. 
The manual of Neubauer a.nd Vogel on this subject, which 
reached its seventh edition in 1876, is regarded as the most ex¬ 
haustive and complete work of the kind. The various higher 
derivatives of the urea group occurring in nature, such as xanthin 
and kreatin, were also made the base of careful research. 
Neubauer’s investigations into the chemistry of wine have likewise 
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been productive of valuable results, and his work on this subject, 
which appeared in 1870, has been successively rendered into 
English and Italian. No small portion of his time was devoted 
to the perfection or invention of new general analytical methods, 
and in this connection mention should be made of his careful, 
critical reviews of the progress of analytical chemistry, which 
have formed so important a part of Fresenius’ Zdtschrift fiir 
analytische Chemie since its foundation in 1862. Neubauer was 
honoured successively by calls to professorships in Zurich, 
Tubingen, and Erlangen, all of which he declined; preferring 
the more quiet, if somewhat limited field offered to his activity 
in Wiesbaden. 

Tiie Council of the Society of Arts have awarded the follow¬ 
ing medals for papers read during the past session of the 
Society 1 To Mr. Alfred Haviland, M.R.C.S., for his paper 
on the distribution of disease popularly considered; to Mr. John 
Holloway for his paper on a new application of a process of 
rapid oxidation, by which sulphides are utilised as fuel; Mr. 
Conrad W. Cooke for his paper on Edison’s new telephone; 
Mr. Thomas Wardle for his paper on the wild silks of India, 
especially Tussah; and Dr. Wm. Wallace, F.R.S.E., for his 
paper on gas illumination. 

Mr. John Fiske, whose able work on “ Cosmic Philosophy ” 
is familiar to our readers, is just now in England, and has put 
in the hands of Messrs. Macmillan and Co., for early publica¬ 
tion, a volume of essays on Darwinism and other subjects of a 
kindred nature. 

As our readers know-, there are one or two vacant seats in 
Parliament for which there is already busy competition through¬ 
out the country. Sir John Lubbock, in a letter to the Times, 
suggests that one of them be devoted to science. “As the time 
is approaching,” he writes, “ when the distribution of the vacant 
seats will claim the attention of Her Majesty’s Government, I 
would suggest whether one of them might not with advantage 
be allotted to the Royal Society. The members of that Society 
are all men eminent in their respective branches; they would 
form a constituency second to none in the United Kingdom, and 
would certainly send a representative who would be a valuable 
addition to the House of Commons. The agricultural, manu¬ 
facturing, and commercial interests, the military and naval ser¬ 
vices, and the law are all strong in the House of Commons; 
literature is represented by the University members ; but science, 
the practical importance of which is daily increasing, has no 
voice in the deliberation of the nation. The proposal which I 
venture to suggest would likewise have the merit of introducing 
some additional variety into our representative system. The 
alternative would be that there should be one more member for 
a great borough or a populous county. Lastly, I may add that 
the constituency, though not large, would be by no means among 
the smallest in the United Kingdom.” 

We are requested to explain that the paragraph in the Astro¬ 
nomer-Royal’s report relating to the performance of the West¬ 
minster clock, referred to its going during the exceptionally severe 
weather of the past winter. On the average of the whole twelve 
months it would appear that the present is the best year but one 
of the clock’s performance, it having been within one second of 
true time on 80 per cent, of the days of observation. 

One of the most interesting novelties in the Berlin Exhibition 
is the construction of an electrical railway by Siemens and 
llaiske. The electrical power is supplied by a dynamo-electric 
machine worked by a steam-engine to another dynamo-electric 
machine, which works the wheels of an electric locomotive. The 
length of the way is 200 metres, the velocity three metres per 
second; the number of waggons three, and passengers twenty. The 
same experiment will be tried at the Scientific Exhibition at the 


Paris Palais de 1 ’Industrie, with Marcel Deprez’s motor, which 
is very promising. A new'model has been constructed, weighing 
seven kilograms, and with twelve Bunsen elements can give a 
man-power. This model of Marcel Deprez’s is exhibiting now 
at Lille, on the occasion of one of the ascents of the Aeronautical 
Academy. It is hoped that it will have force enough to work 
an aerial helix for ascending and descending without any sacrifice 
of ballast and escape of gas. 

An interesting ceremony has just taken place at Paris. The 
pupils of the Ecole Centrale, which was founded at Paris in 
1829 by MM. Dumas, Lavalle, Perdonnet, and a number of 
engineers for promoting education in practical science, has cele¬ 
brated the fiftieth anniversary of that event. The new institu- 
. tion was so prosperous that a few years ago it was purchased by 
the Government and made a public institution. It would be 
difficult to give an idea of the number and importance of the 
positions occupied by the pupils of the &ole Centrale in French 
industry. It may be said without any exaggeration that they 
have been employed in the construction of almost every railway 
in France and perhaps on the Continent. Most of the French 
jurymen to the several international exhibitions have been 
educated there. M. Dumas, who enjoys excellent health, and 
may expect as long a career as his friend, M. Chevreul, is the 
only founder alive, and consequently was the hero of the celebra¬ 
tion. On June 20 he was received at the Hotel of the Rue 
Couture St. Gervais, where the school is situated, by the mem¬ 
bers of the Conseil de Perfectionnement, directors and pupils, 
who offered him a testimonial of gratitude. On June 21 a great 
meeting was held at the Trocadero, in the large hall, under the 
presidency of M. Tirard, Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, 
M. Dumas sat at his right. M, Dumas, who is an eloquent 
and powerful speaker, delivered a most impressive address. He 
spoke on the obstacles which the founders met with, and after 
having explained how they had managed to win success, he 
exclaimed, “We had faith, and you proved that we were right 
in having it.” At seven o’clock the pupils met at the Continental 
Hotel, having invited MM. Dumas, de Lesseps, Boisson, vice- 
president of the Chamber of Deputies, and a number of leading 
railway engineers, and others. 

The memory of the great Swedish botanist Linne (Linnseus) 
is about to be honoured in a fitting manner by his countrymen. 
In the State Budget for 1880 a sum of 80,000 Swedish crowns 
is set aside for the purchase of the Bammarby estate, near 
Upsala, which originally belonged to Linne, as well as of a 
quantity of furniture he [once; possessed. This new Linne 
Museum will be placed under the superintendence of the Rector 
of Upsala University. 

At the last meeting of the Geological Society, Prof. Prestwich 
announced that the next International Geological Congress will 
be held at Bologna in September, 1881, and that the President 
of the Committee, Prof. Capellini, had written, requesting 
co-operation on the part of the Geological Society and its 
Fellows. Among the matters which would be brought forward 
at this Congress would be the unification of geological nomen¬ 
clature and the symbols used in geological mapping. 

A zoological station similar to that at Naples is about to 
be established at Messina. 

What with its museums and learned societies, the Berlin 
Times correspondent writes, Berlin is fast becoming a highly - 
favourable centre for the study of ethnology. Some time ago a 
tribe of Esquimaux attracted large crowds to their quarters in the 
Zoological Gardens. A family of Patagonians is waiting im¬ 
patiently to be introduced by Prof. Virchow to the Anthropo¬ 
logical Society to-morrow evening, while the latest phase of 
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enterprise in this respect is nothing more nor less than the im¬ 
portation of half-a-dozen live Zulu Caffres ! 

Dr. Elliott Coues’s Bibliographical Appendix to his 
“Birds of the Colorado Valley” has proved, the New York 
Nation states, the occasion of one of the highest compliments 
paid of recent years to American science. A memorial has been 
addressed to him, signed by Prof. Flower, Huxley, Darwin, 
Mivart, Wallace, Gould, Sclater, Gunther, Newton, and 
numerous other eminent English zoologists, declaring his special 
fitness to undertake a complete Bibliography of Ornithology, 
and urging the importance—the indispensableness, in fact—of 
his visiting the older European libraries in 'order, for the non- 
American portion, to consult - every work mentioned at first hand. 
They express the hope that the same official liberality which 
has permitted Dr. Coues to remain in Washington for the prose¬ 
cution of his bibliographical labours, will grant him leave of 
absence arid provide the means for carrying out the wishes of 
the memorialists; and they promise him a warm welcome to 
England and every assistance in their power. Such a call, the 
Nation thinks, ought to be irresistible, and .has every reason to 
believe that it will be heeded. 

The fine collections, consisting mainly of insects, of Dr. A, 
Boucard, the results of many years’ gathering from all parts of 
the world, are for sale. 

Prof. Dubois-Reymond showed in 1859 that the polarisa- 
sation of amalgamated zinc electrodes in aqueous solution of 
zinc sulphate was, with use of very weak polarising currents, 
extremely small, and he called such a combination “ unpolaris- 
able.” This mere approximation seems to have been since mis¬ 
apprehended, and it has been' quite overlooked that the non- 
polarisability is 'quite lost with increasing strength of current. 
In experiments lately made by Herr H. F. Weber, in order to 
test the laws of hydro-diffusion (Vierteljahrsschrift der naturf 
Ges. zu Zurich, vol. xxiii.), it has appeared that between amal¬ 
gamated zinc plates in zinc sulphate solution, a very definite 
polarisation occurs, and may even be employed as a method .of 
measurement for the progress of the diffusion. This polarisa¬ 
tion, however, is not the consequence of electrolytic processes 
at the electrodes, hut of changes of concentration in the layers 
of zinc sulphate solution in contact with the electrodes, pro¬ 
duced by passage of the ions. A sample experiment with amal¬ 
gamated zinc plates, not placed vertically opposite each other, 
but horizontally, one over the other, proves the correctness of 
this assertion. 

The Scinde Civil and Military Gazette describes a remarkable 
hailstorm that burst over Hala on May 8. The storm, we believe, 
was purely local. It commenced about four o’clock in the 
afternoon, coming up from the north-west with a strong wind 
and preceded by a heavy dust-storm. On the first burst the 
hailstones were, in form, flattened cones, with a central belt of 
snow-like ice and outer belts of clear ice. After the first fall of 
hail and rain the storm swept on to the south. There was a 
short lull, when the storm, working apparently in a circle, again 
broke over Hala, this time coming up with the wind from 
the south. Thunder ‘and lightning were now continuous, [the 
thunder, in fact, never ceasing for an instant, and a fall of enor¬ 
mous hailstones took place. These, unlike those of the first 
fall, were spherical in shape, snow-like in appearance, and in 
size larger than the largest marble—one, whose diameter was 
estimated, being an inch and a half across—as large, that is, as 
an ordinary hen’s egg. For some time after the storm the 
ground was thick and white with the monstrous hailstones ; ex¬ 
cept under trees, where beds of leaves and branches lay, broken 
and beaten off from above. The storm continued from first to 
last for about one hour and a half, and went off towards the 
north-east. 


\June 26 , 1879 


The Henry Gijfard captive balloon has been inspected by 
the public authorities of Paris, and opened to the public for 
ascents. 

In a recent medical report from Chinkiang, on the Yangtsze- 
kiang, in the neighbourhood of which there are immense depots 
of salt, Dr. A. R. Platt mentions that he has observed a form of 
skin disease, presenting all the essential symptoms of ecthyma, 
yet with others that do not properly belong to that affection, and 
all so aggravated as to make the variety unique in his experience. 
It appears to be peculiar to workers in salt, judging from the 
four cases Dr. Platt has seen, all of whom were females, and all 
engaged in salt smuggling. They did not hesitate to attribute 
their condition to their daily habit of carrying large quantities of 
salt in girdles next the skin, so as to be concealed by their 
clothing, though, as the eruption first appeared on the hands, 
they were more inclined to lay it down to the preparation of the 
packages than to the transportation, and informed Dr. Platt that 
it was quite common among the people at the salt stations whence 
they procured their illicit supplies. Dr. Platt in his report 
furnishes a detailed account of the symptoms exhibited in the 
cases referred to, and of the line of treatment which he adopted 
with very satisfactory results. 

The Municipal Council of Paris has adopted a proposal made 
by M. de Villiers, Chief Engineer of Ponts-et-Chaussees, for 
establishing at the Trocadero a stone which will be the zero point 
of levelling for Paris and the Seine Department. It is stated 
that the Minister of Public Works will order such a stone to be 
erected in the chief city of each department. All these stones 
will be related to each other by the Bourdalone levelling which 
was made many years ago, and which takes for zero the mean 
level of the Mediterranean at Marseilles ; this last is supposed, of 
course, as invariable. 

The French Minister [of Agriculture has published a report 
on the agricultural educational institutions of France, which 
shows an immense variety. The head establishment is the 
£cole Superieure of Agriculture at the Conservatoire des Arts 
et Metiers. Next to this institution are the regional schools 
of agriculture as at Grignon and several other places. A 
number of special subjects have schools devoted to them, as 
the veterinary school at Alfort, schools of gardening at 
Versailles, schools of draining and irrigation in Brittany; a 
school of pisciculture has been established at Huningue, which 
was lost to France with Alsace ; there are also schools for sheep¬ 
rearing, vine-growing, &c. The Vincennes farm and some 
others are devoted to experimental agriculture. Farmers’ schools 
are located in several parts of the country, and kept by private 
individuals at their own expense, with a subsidy from townships 
or departments for training young men in several agricultural 
specialties. We may also consider as a part of these institutions 
the School of Arboriculture in the Luxembourg, and the School 
of Insectology in the - same garden; although they have no 
registered pupils, they have lecturers and museum and experi¬ 
mental grounds at their disposition. 

A TRANSLATION of Fan’s “Anatomie Artistique,” by Dr. 
Carter Blake, of Westminster Hospital, will shortly be published 
by Messrs. Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox. 

A Russian paper gives an account of a plague of locusts 
near Elisabetpo], ivhich forced a detachment of troops on the 
march to retrace their steps. They settled so thick on the 
soldiers’ faces, uniforms, and muskets, that the major, driven to 
desperation, ordered firing at them for half an hour, but this 
produced no effect, and a march back was ordered. The swarm 
covered an area of thirty-five square versts. 

A swarm of butterflies passed over Worms on the 13th and 
14th, proceeding from north-west to south-east. 
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A Japan paper mentions a curious instance of Japanese thrift 
at Osaka. The paper made at the mill there is mostly manufac¬ 
tured from blue rags, and the water in which they are boiled 
has hitherto only poisoned the watercourses.; henceforth it is to 
be saved and the indigo extracted from it. 

The Manchester people have entered a fresh protest against 
centralisation by the publication of the Manchester Magazine, 
No. 2 of which lies before us, and devotes a fair proportion of 
its space to articles in science. Mr. L. H. Grindon writes on 
the art of distinguishing trees, and Mr. Angell on the Manchester 
Science Lectures. Prof. Osborne Reynolds writes on the Man¬ 
chester Philosophical Society, and there are articles on Star¬ 
gazing, the Phonograph, the Weather, &c. Indeed the bulk of 
the magazine is scientific. 

The University Library at Strassburg has, according to the 
latest news, now reached the total of 470,000 volumes. 

We have received a very favourable Report of the Auckland 
(N.Z.) Institute for 1878-9. A considerable number of papers 
bearing on the natural history of New Zealand have been read 
during the session. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include two Macaque Monkeys ( Macacus cynomolgus) 
from India, presented respectively by Mr. G. T. Close and Miss 
E. Cattlin; a Garnett’s Galago {Galago garndti) from East 
Africa, presented by Mr. F. W. Barfif; two African Civet Cats 
( Viven'a civetla ) from Africa, a Kinkajou ( Cerccleptes caudivol- 
■yulus) from Demerara, presented by Lieut. M. B. Salmon, 
Indian Staff Corps; two Egyptian Gazelles ( Gazdla donas ) from 
Egypt, presented by Commander J. Pratt, s.s. Java ; a Persian 
Gazelle ( Gazella subgutturosa ) from Persia, presented by Mr. C. 
H. Watts ; three Hyaciuthe Porphyrios (Porphyno hyacinthinus) 
from West Africa, two Egyptian Kites {Milvus agyptius) from 
Egypt, presented by Mr. A. Bells ; a greater Sulphur-Crested 
Cockatoo ( Cacatua galerita) from Australia, presented by Mr. 
J. W. Taylor; a Slender-billed Cockatoo ( Licmetis tcmiirostris) 
from South Australia, presented by Mr. Geo. Wood; a Ring¬ 
necked Parrakeet ( Palceornis torquatus) from India, presented 
by Mr. E. F. Carey; four Australian Wild Ducks ( Anas super— 
ciliosa) from Australia, presented by Messrs. A. H, Jamrach and 
Charles Rice; two Pied Wagtails ( Motacilla yarrelli), British 
Isles, presented by Mr. A. F. Wierner; a Common Badger 
{Males taxus ), British Isles; a Ceram Lory (Lorius garrulus) 
from Moluccas, an American Robin ( Tardus migratorius) from 
North America, a West African Python ( Python sebce) from 
West Africa, a Reticulated [Python {Python reticulatus) from 
Molucca, eleven Spotted Salamanders {Salamandra maculosa), 
European, deposited; a Beech Marten ( Maries foina) from 
Russia, a Brazilian Tanager {Ramphocmlus brasilius) from Brazil, 
twenty Spotted Salamanders {Salamandra maculosa), European, 
purchased; a Collared Fruit Bat ( Cynonyderis collaris), two 
Jameson’s Gulls {Larus jamesoni), bred in the Gardens. 
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Museum by a Board of Trustees as at present constituted, so far 
as relates to the Natural History Collections, are well founded, and 
that they have been unable to discover that the system is attended 
by any compensating advantages.” They, therefore, recommend:— 
“ (i) That the occasion of the removal of these collections to the 
new buildings now being erected at South Kensington for their 
reception, be taken advantage of to effect a change in the govern¬ 
ing authority and official administration of that division of the 
Museum. (2) That a director of the National Collections should 
be appointed by the Crown, and should have the entire adminis¬ 
tration of the establishment, under the control of a Minister of 
State, to whom he should be immediately responsible, and that 
the keepers of collections should be responsible to the director. 
That the appointments of keepers and other scientific officers 
should be made by the Minister, after communication with the 
Director and with the Board of Visitors (hereinafter referred to). 
And that the Director should prepare the estimates, to be 
submitted, after consultation with the Board of Visitors, for the 
approval of the Minister. (3) That the present superintendent 
be the first director. (4) That a Board of Visitors be constituted. 
That the Board be nominated in part by the Crown, in part by 
the Royal and certain other scientific Societies of the metropolis, 
and, in the first instance, in part also by the Board of Trustees ; 
the members to be appointed for a limited period, but to be 
re-eligible; and that the Board of Visitors should make annual 
reports to the Minister, to be laid before Parliament, on the 
condition, management, and requirements of the Museum, and 
should be empowered to give him advice on any points affecting 
its administration.” 

2. Exactly the same view as to the desirability of effecting a 
change in the government of the Natural History Collections 
was taken in a memorial presented to the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in 1S66, and signed by the Presidents and other well- 
known members of the Royal, Linnean, and Zoological Societies, 
a copy of which is appended hereto. 

3. Notwithstanding these expressions of opinion, in which 
nearly all the leading naturalists of the day fully concur, an Act 
was passed at the close of the last session of Parliament by which 
the Trustees of the British Museum have been authorised to 
transfer the Natural History Collections into the new building at 
South Kensington, without making any change whatever in the 
present mode of their administration. 

4. The Council of the British Association feel that it is not 
necessary for them to press upon the Government the arguments 
for the changes in the administration of the Natural History 
Collections which have been so amply stated by the Commis¬ 
sioners in the Report above-mentioned. The Council think it 
sufficient to call the attention of the Government to the fact that 
the provisions of the act are directly at variance with the 
recommendations of the Royal Commissioners. 

5. As, however, a fresh application to Parliament will’ be 
necessary in order to defray the expense of the removal of the 
Natural History Collections from their present situation to South 
Kensington, the Council of the British Association beg leave to 
point out to H.M. Government that the question of the adminis¬ 
tration of the Natural History Collections is one of the utmost 
importance as regards the future progress of Natural History in 
tins country, and to urge upon them to take the opportunity 
which will thus present itself of effecting the alterations in the 
mode of administration of the Collections recommended by the 
Royal Commission. We have the honour to be, your Lordship’s 
most obedient servants, 

The Council of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science 


'T'TIE following memorial has been recently presented to the 
Earl of Beaconsfield:— 

To the Right Hon. the First Lord of the Treasury 

My Lord,—In accordance] with a resolution adopted by the 
General Committee of the British Association for the Advance¬ 
ment 01 Science at their last meeting, the Council of the 
ssociation beg leave to call your attention to the following 
circumstances. 

,, fourth Report, presented to Parliament in 1874, 

e t °iTc V omm ' ss 'pp on Scientific Instruction and the Advance- 
°i TJ ?. lence ’ having fully considered the present state of the 
iN aturai mstory Departments in the British Museum, and taken 
evidence hereon from the principal scientific authorities of the 
country, state that they have come to the conclusion “that the 
objections to the present system of government of the British 


Signed, for the Council, W. Spottiswoode, President 


Douglas Galton, ) 
P. L. Sclater, j 


Secretaries 


Copy of a Memorial Presented to the Right Hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


To the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

London, May 14, 1866 

Sir,— It having been stated that the scientific men of the Me¬ 
tropolis are, as a body, entirely opposed to the removal of the 
Natural History Collections from their present situation m the 
British Museum, we, the undersigned f ellows of the Royal, 
Linnean, Geological, and Zoological Societies of London, beg 
leave to offer to you the following expression of our opinion upon 
the subject:— 
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